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“Grade of 2, hats of blue..”

The chorus looked sharp, with costumes evoking the Dapper Dans quartet
color palette and traditional boaters. The musical theme was familiar: “Take me
back to those good old days, and sing some good old barbershop songs”
setting up a medley of “Hello! My Baby,” “ Let Me Call You Sweetheart,” “Five
Foot Two,” and other Tin Pan Alley favorites. 

In all ways, it was a classic barbershop presentation, complete with quartets
stepping forward, showy choreography, singing from the heart, and concluding
with “Keep The Whole World Singing” as the chorus linked arms and swayed
back and forth. 

Except… the singers were in second grade.

Juli Weber, a K-2 music educator in the Odessa, Missouri, R-7 School District
for almost two decades, has written and produced many annual Spring Fling
fine arts showcase events. This year’s chorus featured an auditioned group of
42 children from across the district, and for 2024, the theme was “Perfect
Harmony.” 

Although not a Barbershopper herself, several family members were, including
her son Jordan, who had sung with the Kansas City Heart of America Chorus
starting at age 11. As he grew to adulthood and a professional career of his
own, Juli and Jordan had co-written many of these shows, until his untimely
death last year. But “Perfect Harmony,” which they had wrangled over,
collaborated on, and loved, was ready to go for this season.

“The kids loved ‘That Good Old Barbershop Style’ right from the start,” says
Juli. “They know being in this group is a privilege, and that they needed to
come prepared and work hard. An eight-minute medley is a lot, and they really
delivered.” 

The chorus gave three performances, including to the school, to parents and
families, and a performance for local seniors.

We’re hoping for this level of charm from every chorus we watch from now on. 

WATCH THE VIDEO

 

Draws held for 2024 quartet contests
Summer contest season is heating up, as the Orders of Appearance for major
events are being settled. 

Watch the Varsity Draw with 2023 champs Full Effect from Tuesday 

See full Varsity order of appearance

Watch the International Quartet Contest Draw held live earlier today

See the full International Quartet Contest order of appearance

 

CLEVELAND 2024 

Help! We need some bodies

Volunteers are the heart of running our major events. Give your time and talent
by spending time making sure each attendee at this summer’s International
Convention has an amazing experience!

VOLUNTEER NOW 

 

HARMONIZER HIGHLIGHT

Fostering a culture of mutual respect
The Barbershop Harmony Society is a mosaic, a
multitude of distinct and beautiful pieces that combine
to form a larger landscape of harmony. Interim CEO
Steve Denino reflects on how stepping back reveals
the whole picture. Dive deep in the May/June
Harmonizer, now in mailboxes and free online.

See it all— The entire Harmonizer archive is online
in the BHS Member Center (login required.) Skim
through decades of history, education, and memories,
or search the online index.

 

JULY 28–AUGUST 4 • DENVER

So much barbershop to fit into your skull!
Whether you’re a first timer or Golden Oldie, you’ll find the entire world of
barbershop knowledge at Harmony University. 

Become a better performer with classes like these

 …taught by instructors like these:

Put your summer schedule together now! See the full catalog, then register
today.

 

Once Upon A Dream
arr. Jay Dougherty
Nope, not from Sleeping Beauty. This one comes
from Broadway’s Jekyll & Hyde, which won four Tony
Awards in 1997, and was loaded with great songs
that have entered the barbershop repertoire, including
“This Is The Moment” and ”Someone Like You.” Treat
this bittersweet remembrance of love lost tenderly.
Offered with learning tracks in all voicings.

voices TTBB • SATB • SSAA 
formats PRINT • DOWNLOAD
tracks TTBB • SATB • SSAA

Preview the tracks on SoundCloud

 

 

Toronto Northern Lights • Right From The Start She Had My Heart
2005 International Chorus Contest • Salt Lake City
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