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2026 AND BEYOND 

Qualifying scores updated 
The Barbershop Harmony Society has raised the target qualification score for
its International Quartet and Chorus Contests to 81.

These qualifying scores will take effect for entering the BHS 2026 International
Quartet Contest in St. Louis, and for the BHS 2027 International Chorus
Contest in Minneapolis.

Minimum qualifying scores remain in place (76 for quartets, 74 for
choruses), and all BHS Districts and Alliances will continue to have
representation, provided they meet this minimum threshold.

Additionally, a new “sing-in” quartet qualifying event will be introduced at the
2026 International Convention in St. Louis. Quartets scoring at least 78 may
compete in a special wild card round to earn a spot on the International stage.

SEE FULL DETAILS

 

See what you missed at HU 2025!

The tags, the laughs, the brains stuffed with barbershop wisdom — another
fantastic week of the very best! See highlights.

 

FREE WEBINAR FOR EDUCATORS

Barbershop Repertoire for Choirs that Work
Thursday, August 14 • 7:00 pm Central
Speaker: Adam Scott

Discover accessible, engaging barbershop arrangements ideal for middle and
high school choirs. This free seminar offers practical tools, repertoire
suggestions, and teaching strategies to incorporate barbershop harmony into
your program, enhancing musicality, student engagement, and vocal
development.

LEARN MORE

 

HARMONIZER HIGHLIGHT

A new chapter show model

Somerset Hills Harmony netted $14,000 for a concert in which hundreds of
attendees saw their tickets paid for by area businesses. Find out how in the
latest Harmonizer, in mailboxes now and always online.

Keep growing! The entire Harmonizer archive is online in the BHS Member
Center (login required.) Skim through decades of history, education, and
memories, or search the online index.

 

Annie’s Song
arr. Pete Benson
It’s hard to overstate how popular John Denver
was during his 1970s peak, topping the charts in
pop, country and adult contemporary genres. His
television specials and movie appearances
cemented his clean-cut, wholesome reputation—
sometimes eclipsing his musical craftsmanship.

“Annie’s Song,” a #1 hit in 1974, has a lovely
melody, heartfelt lyrics, and was heard at just about every wedding reception
for the next twenty years. Watch faces light up with fond recognition at the
opening lyric, “You fill up my senses.…”
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Cruise Control • Route 66/Take The 'A' Train  
2025 Varsity Quartet Finals • Denver

Get First Look to watch new content as it’s
released!
For just $7.99 per month, you can unlock First Look, a YouTube
subscription option from the Barbershop Harmony Society.

This week, we’re continuing the Next Generation Barbershop Varsity
Quartet Finals from the 2025 International Contests at Denver. First Look
subscribers can see these great performances a month ahead of the general
public releases — anytime, on any device.

LEARN MORE 
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