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ection barbershop chorus choir in Porirua, says Aotea Lagoon

Henrietta Hunkin-Tagaloa is the co-director of the Pacific Connection
barbershop chorus choir in Porirua. In July, 61 of its 74 members came
third at the Barbershop Harmony Society International Contest in
Denver, making it the highest-ranked overseas team in the
competition.

Following a memorable medal-winning performance in Denver, the Pacific
Connection Chorus of Barbershop Harmony New Zealand gained some
appreciative coverage in the press. Of course, print can hardly convey the
explosive energy of the chorus performance — nor of the ensuing thunderous
ovation from the audience.
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Back to school? Back to barbershop!

As the school year starts, now is a good time to renew your relationships with
music educators. Remind them of these opportunities from BHS

FREE WEBINAR TONIGHT

Barbershop repertoire that works for school
choirs

=, Thursday, August 14, 2025 - 7:00 pm Central
REGISTER FOR AUGUST 14 SEMINAR

RECOGNITION

Nominations now accepted for BHS/NAfME
award

The BHS/NAfME Music Educator of the Year award recognizes excellence
in teaching, performing, and the lifelong impact music teachers make on young
singers. Meet past honorees.

» Recipient must be a music educator and member in good standing of
NAfME

» Recipient must be a member in good standing of the Barbershop
Harmony Society

e Recipient must demonstrate the highest values of professionalism,
commitment, cooperation, and inspiration in instilling the virtues of
lifelong singing, teamwork, and joy in the creation of vocal harmony.
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No arrangement? No problem!
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Muke Ebbers, President of The Woodshedders

Woodshedding: discover the
raw, creative side of barbershop

f you've ever been to a District or

International barbershop conven-
tion, you know the late night vibe—
harmonics echoing from every hall-
way, tags being sung on repeat, and
an energy that's impossible to ignore.
Tags are fun, no doubt, but have you
ever explored the freestyle side of
barbershop? Enter: woodshedding.

Woodshedding is like the jazz
improv of the barbershop world. One
singer lays down the melody, and
three others jump in, crafting har-
monies on the fly—no sheet music, no

arrangements, just ear, instinct, and
musical chemistry., It's old school in
the best way. Back in the late 18005
and carly 1900s, this was how bar-
bershop was always done. It wasn't
until the 1940s that printed arrange-
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ments became the norm, and nowa-

days, most people don't experience a melody while three other singers

barbershop in its raw, creative form.

So why woodshed in an era of pol-
ished arrangements and Spotify-per-
fect pitch?

Two words: pure satisfaction.

There’s something uniquely thrill-
ing about building harmonies from
scratch—especially when that mag-
ical moment happens, and a chord
locks in, It's spontancous, collabora-
tive, and incredibly rewarding. You
don’t need to be a pro arranger; you
just need an ear and a willingness to

harmonized around that melody

to the best of their ability. For the
Society's founders, woodshedding
was barbershop harmony, Quartets
woodshedded and perfected most
contest arrangements as well, until
the Chord Busters (1941 champion)
won using written arrangements.
(Legend is that they were compelled
to woodshed a song backstage before
the medal announcements in order
to prove that they were “real” bar-
bershoppers.) Written arrangements

So, you ask, why woodshed when so

many good arrangements are avail-

able? There are at least two reasons:

* Singing by ear was considered
an essential skill for the first 50
years of barbershop. Pure curiosity
might lead one to experience the
reason decades of barbershoppers
considered learning to woodshed
as essential as learning to sing

» Early barbershoppers didn't nec-
essarily sing by ear because there
were no other options. Written

quickly became the norm for con-
tests, and today it is almost unheard
of to sing without a written arrange-
ment.

arrangements existed, but they
woodshedded because it was fun!
It is ultra-satisfyving when three
others join and you together use

experiment.

For the first 50 years of barber-
shop, the only way most people sang
the style was for one person to sing
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Why woodshed in an era of polished arrangements and learning track-
perfect pitch? Accustomed as we are to infinite, instant barbershop arranging
resources —printed, downloadable, and recorded —it’s pretty easy to quickly
come up to speed as a barbershop singer.

But although it’s easier to buy a loaf of bread in the store, sometimes you want
to try baking a sourdough of your own.

There’s something uniquely thrilling about building barbershop harmonies from
scratch—especially when that magical moment happens, and a chord locks in.
It’s spontaneous, collaborative, and incredibly rewarding.

Get a taste of the improvisational, collaborative side of barbershop with this
woodshedding_starter in the July/August Harmonizer, online now at
barbershop.org/harmonizer.

Keep growing! The entire Harmonizer archive is online in the BHS Member
Center (login required.) Skim through decades of history, education, and
memories, or search the online index.

Qualifying scores updated

The Barbershop Harmony Society has raised the target qualification score for
its International Quartet and Chorus Contests to 81. These qualifying scores
will take effect for entering the BHS 2026 International Quartet Contest in St.
Louis, and for the BHS 2027 International Chorus Contest in Minneapolis.

SEE DETAILS AND MINIMUMS
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arr. Rob Campbell
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This jazz standard from giants
Jerome Kern and Oscar
Hammerstein Il might be melodically
demanding, but a sensitive lead can
really make a feast of the
sophisticated language and soaring
melody.

Artargement By Rod Campdell
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The Newfangled Four - Nursery Rhyme Medley
2025 Quartet Quarterfinals - Denver

Get First Look to watch new content as it’s
released!

For just $7.99 per month, you can unlock First Look, a YouTube
subscription option from the Barbershop Harmony Society.

This week, we’re continuing the Next Generation Barbershop Varsity
Quartet Finals from the 2025 International Contests at Denver. First Look
subscribers can see these great performances a month ahead of the general

public releases — anytime, on any device.
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BHS
ENERGIZES
YOUNG SINGER

Your gift to the Next
Generation Barbershop
programs through Harmony
Foundation helps BHS
create unforgettable
barbershop experiences
for youth.

TARMONY
UNDATION

Barbershop Harmony Society

110 Seventh Avenue North

Nashville, TN 37203

615-823-8993 « 800-876-SING (7464)
customerservice@barbershop.org
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