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HISTORY OF CONTEST & JUDGING (Cé&J)

= Each new video will be based upon the timg
finish the documentation and record!



PURPOSE OF THE VIDEO SERIES ON JUDGING

= Since the very beginning of SPEBSQSA we have

by competition

= Judging has had tremendous influence on the ,é".
barbershop style and arguably the most influe <(

= There have been rules and structures that we e

but have long since been gone, yet many me L
and think that still is (myths and legends)

understanding of why
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DOCUMENTARY

no longer than an hour each

= The videos will be presented over time and the
watch each in order to understand the changes g
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OUTCOMES

= Preservation of a detailed history of the most |

on the growth and development of the barbersg Q)

= Members understand and appreciate decisijg
about changes required for judging

= Members understand when rules and strucilust\v e+
why they might have changed

BARBERSHOP HARMONY SOCIETY 6



DOCUMENTS

= Documents used:
= Contest & Judging Manuals (thanks to countless individuals contributing!

7
. (
= Harmonizers "

B

= The “Harmonizer” throughout time has always been a reflection of the messagipy Q:' P
have not reflected all sides and opinions Q
N

= Board meeting minutes didn’t start taking shape until the early 194 §
= Inthe early 1950’s, C&J annual and mid-year reports first appeare Ak
These have more details about “why” but again are what was shared *,

Over 60 years worth of these reports exist

= The “Harmonizer” did not exist until late 1941 (Initially “ReChordings”)

= Private papers of Joe Stern, Warren “Buzz” Haeger, Denny Driscoll, akR}
the research process. These proved invaluable in providing more insigh§

= Books such as “Keep America Singing”, “Melodies for Millions”, and “Heritag
Society anniversaries (101, 251, and 50t respectively)

BARﬁERQHQQHLQz%?ﬁ%BE‘T\;DireCtionS” and “New Directions” (roughly the last 40 years) .



DISCLAIMERS

around that can fully answer questions

= Maintenance of C&J Handbooks from 197
Because of the costs, any changes to the I
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DISCLAIMERS

Yet,
4 A
CJ{' ,‘—'--;.r

= Where printed words exist, we have “facts”.
there are errors. We will address those that

= Where words don’t exist, | will provide my oil

= Even where words exist, there is still analy
N\ ramr
“Q

~ Pig=
I
= | fully acknowledge that | don’t know all history
my humble analysis reading all materials availat{
with people who would recall the times and even

=Y
\

them with me at kkbari@charter.net
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HISTORY OF CONTEST & JUDGING (Cé&J)

= Society forms in 1938
= |[n June of 1939 a national convention was t
= Within the convention weekend, a contest




The

SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION
AND ENCOTBAGEMENXNT OF BARBER
SHOP OUARTET SINGING IN AMERICA

Ak TULSA EUILDIMS

TULSA, OKLAMHOMA

De=sat SFELMSOES BErother:s

Tonr st Dalp uf daclde A noaemtous question re-
Earding gay first ammoal Tontest end Comvertion.

The Cmionis Ann Dheridan, "DoEmpls Girl™ of the moviesa,
mnd yeputed te e & comtinatlion of Claca Bow, Joean JFaclow and
Thada EBnre ok their best, has of Tared Eo be & fudes during
the Copbeat in Tulaa.

e have tried 80 hord 4o bsep the SFEESQSA ™for man
cnlyn | bk this i something thest nedthar I nor the orfiosrn

nor evan tlie mecharehip of Tuless Chapter o, L doamc to dooilde
CAOT G LW,

Tl must votae ! Enclaossed is & podtal el om whilch
waih Ay recscd yodr salenn docislan. Do it pow and =t us

know mhether to "Ooeph®™ or oot te "Oomph™

Ard while ow're at if, £iX3 st ke resat of tLhe
quastionnaliren, toa, Tafra emaloslor The progoam alf The S0
vantlan, asd vie wasat S o Eeew A7 we cpn oot on you and otbhers
Fram Four aohapior ar Sorrmanits.

Yours for hemoary, fostliwvi
and mayhe cven WOOLTEHY

&, 2. OAEE -
Founmdar af Fathor Chopsar

Dear Brother Cash: Herewith answers to0 questions in your note:

| 1. I vote {wes or no} em letting "lomph Girl®, Ann
Sheridan of the movies be an SFERSGEA contest judge.

84 I will bte present June 2-3 to perticipete in ¢opteat o
3. There will be other harmenists Trom my city.

4. We bove an orgenized quartet &
{If not, will you sing in "piclup" quartet at conventlon®

Sigred

Address

CLSy




1939 RULES

L
.

RULES and REGULATIONS

Only “amateurs” eligible for prizes and awards.

Championship competition restricted to Quartets (male)
with or without accompaniment,

Any four registered delegates may form a competing quartet,
regardiess of whether they are from the same locality or not.
Tenors, leads, basses and baritones will be so labeled. Quartet
can be organized at comvention.

Lach quartet will be permitted to sing twe numbers of own
cheosing in qualifying and final rounds, one of which may
be a medley.

Different numbers may be used as qualifying in contest pro-
gresses.,

Each competing quartet must sing as scheduled in qualify-
ing and final rounds.

Costume and makeup will be permitted but not required.

Ouartets will be known to judges by number only.

Per Dec 194
for Capitol §




1939 - QUALIFYING

= Qualifying AT National Contest in Ballrooms
= 23 Quartets competed

= Top 15 in the Finals

= The judges were
= Educators Harry Gowans and Oliver Hodges of Tulsg
= Dr. Harry McKown, Pittsburgh, PA

= Oklahoma's Lt. Gov. James E. Berry
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CONTEST RESULTS: WHAT ACTUALLY HAPPENED IN 19397

= Deac Martin was
commissioned to write a book
documenting our 18t 10 years
as a society

= |t's clear that the Bartlesville
Barflies won and Capitol City
Four were 2M. After that, there
IS discrepancy

BARBERSHOP HARMONY SOCIETY

which made strong bids for National and International championships
and became the Flying L. Ranch Quartet, “mascots” of Oklahoma's Gov-
ernor Roy J. Turner and rancher Bill Likins,

second place went o the Canital City Foup, Speinpheld 111, com-
piser of 0 Boner wiiler, giocer and carpenter. The Bhell Quaiiet of
Arkanziz City. Kans came in third. The Filatloot Four of Oklahoma
City, with Pelice Chiel Granville Beanland sinping bari, ook fourth,
Topekas Stale Joumnal quertet won Gith plece with I Had a Dream’
and Little 5 oeho |, and then fans blamed the modernism of the latter

-

fon then lower tandune. Pweniv-three guattets competed

= 8
throughout the country whe read newspaper reports of the Tulsa con-

w
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CONTEST RESULTS: WHAT ACTUALLY HAPPENED IN 19397

= Harmonizer Mar 1943

'l'lui_H.PARMDN[.EER

Winners in Previous S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A. National Contests

[The Society has held four National Contesis)

1939 1940 1941 1842

at Tulse at Wew York ai 5. Louis at Grand Rapids
First Barllasville Barilies Flatl Fool Faur Chord Busters Elastic Four
Place Bartleswille, Olda. Oklahoma City. Okla. Tulsa, Okla. Chicage. M.
Sacend Capitel City Feur Y} Barilesville Barlies Barbér Pole Cale Barber Pele Cals
Place Springtield, M. __ Bartlesville. Okla. Eansas Cily. Mo Kansas City, Mo
Third Fiat Fosoi Four Four Barbers [Commuiers) Phillips §5 Phillips 66
Place Oklahoma City. Okia, Hew York. N. Y. Bartlesville, Okla Bartlesville. Okla
Fourth Eansas City Police Quartel Hormeny Hings Harmony Kings
Place Nooe Eansas Gity. Mo Springtield. ill. Springheld, 11l
Fifth None N. Y. City Police Quariet ("- 'Capilu] City Four The Four Mislits
Place Mew York. N. Y. \__ Springlield. Ih— Chicage. M.

BARBERSHOP HARMONY SOCIETY

7 o THE @ONEE? o 17
Winners in S.P.E.R.S8.0.8.A. National Coutests

(The Society has held five National Contests)

o 1940 1941 ' Wz 14
at Tulsa at New York at 8t. Louis at Grand Rapids at Chicage

First Bartlesville Barflies Flat Foot Four Chord Busters Elastic Four Four Harmonizers
Plate Bartlesville, Olda.  Olkdahema City, Okla. Tulsa, Okla. Chicago, IIL Chicaga, IN

Second Capitol City Four Bartlesville Barflies Barber Pole Cats  Barber Pole Cats Barber Pole Cats

Place Springheld, I Bartlesville, Okla, Kansas City, Mo. Kansas City, Mo. Kansas City, Mo.
. o Four Barb

Third Flat Foot Four ({D:u;mmjieér)s Phillips 66 Phillips 66 Main Streeters
Plave  Gklahoma City, Okla, New York, N. Y. Bartlesville, Okla. Bartlesville, Okla. Tulsa, Okia
Fourth N Kansas City, Mo, Harmony Kings  Harmony Kings Arigtocrats
Place one Police Quartet Springfield, TIL Springhield, Tl St. Louis, Mo.
Fifth None New York City Capitol City Four The ¥Four Misits Harmeny Halls
Place Police Quartet Springfieid, 111 Chicago, Tl Grand Rapids, Mich.

15



MORE EVIDENCE

No. XIll

Appendix No. Xl
SPEBSQSA CHAMPION QUARTETS

1939
CHAMPIONS—Bartlesville Barflies, Bartlesville, Oklahoma
2nND Place — Capitol City Four, Springfield, Il
3rD Place — Flat Foot Four, Oklahoma City, Okla.

1940
CHAMPIONS — Flat Foot Four, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
2ND Place — Bartlesville Barflies, Bartlesville, Oklahoma
3rD Place — Commuters, New York City
4TH Place — Kansas City Police Quartet, Kansas City, Mo.
S5TH Place — New York City Police Quartet, New York City

1941
CHAMPIONS — Chord Busters, Tulsa, Oklahoma
2nD Place — Kansas City Barberpole Cats, Kansas City, Mo.
3RD Place — Phillips 66 Barflies, Bartlesville, Oklahoma
4TH Place — Harmony Kings, Springfield, Illinois
5TH Place — Capitol City Four, Springfield, Illinois

1942
CHAMPIONS — Elastic Four, Chicago, Illinois
2ND Place — Kansas City Barberpole Cats, Kansas City, Mo.

BARBERSHOP HARMONY SOCIETY

=RARTLESVILLE

INTERNATIONAL MEDALIST QUARTETS
1836—19860

*  [hmigfated Ina L Champiass

5 Flgues in paredfles Indicess murber of tme quarte] son bisdal Macking.

Gt [N
AMTLIRS {U—Guy b, Bsppes, LI06 W, Dot
mauh 5L, Flin 4 Michugas.,
ARETOCANTS (11—Dv. Neomman Raliben, 336
Asende Sidg Bu Loads, Wimsceri

BUAFERER. 1A] (Lote hacwm o
the “Fhillips 56 Borbie™l—Heesen Eoles
e Fallps Pevclean Oo, Borfssvills. Ok

APUTTALS BLLE (Al Bhaa, &1 W
Yrealand Doire, Subalo 1L Hew Tel

CAPMCL CIIV TOUR Gl Eysbiaylald, T

SCECIRE BPSTERS (1—Cv. M. T. Enoyaier, 2811
E 183 Fiese Talo, Oklabomsa.

CHORDOLERS [B—Waks: E. Chozbem
ap0 - 3k S1. Rk fekimd. Blimaa

GLEF DWELLERS Hi—Haoedd Bowss. 1549
Samex Lwn_ C 7. Mickigen

OOMMITER 1D Wik S35,

CONTIHEMTALS (i—icke Babep, KT Ade
Ave, Fuszegoe, Micklom.

S[HMETORS OF HARMONY [3—Maa E. Crgs.
412 8. g B4, Bk, Indican

SELAETIC FOUM (—Frook B Thoms. 821
W. Bk Plase, Ciicoga 34, Hiseis.

=FLAT FOCT FOUR S-—Beii Begoil o' Fs
Boa Depoimm Gldehasa Oy, Dklabema

FOUE CHOLGERE (1 An Ponsmco, 7ED
Ebos 5. Losdas =rin

SFOIR ELARMOMOERS (- (e Scawect,
TioE B Falosid Bed Lz

FOUR SHADES OF HABMONY (13—Conwoy
Harabl, ¢ Marsold Sesshr Mo, Tans
Houia Indiass

Dwartsd Camanct
SOARDEN STATE QUAETET G- leha 1 B
oy L0 Linocla 5o, femey Ty T. Naw Sesey

GIPPE-AMBERLIN FOUR O—fche Hasse
S04 E Ofve 3. Moomisqon. ik

SHARMONY HALLS (3—Boy Hall 341 Bomve
maf Drive, BLE. Qisnd Aopila Fickigon

HAAMONY KINOE (& Spriestied. [L

BELSE (i -Pasl Qeoerdol B9 W
Gresslakd Ave. Milwoass, Wicoais.
EASE LS OITY FOLICE CUARTET i—Kaw
s Ty, Me

EANSAE CITY BARBIRPILE CATS 2 Labe
kncwn on “The Seessdss —Borl . Phaloh.
SIS Fark Avecss Hersss Ciy. Misssn

LAMPLUGHTEES il5] Cocll Baws Lamjp
Dapi. - Gar. Bec Co. Hela Park, Cevelaed
i,

BMASTSTREETIRS | —Sworge Belaskn, 1148
H. Main 5, Telsa, Didshoms

SMIDSTATE! FOUR (H—Maris 5. Mands
6LE Bevson RL. Gharr=. R

TMEETTE -E ¥ Oy Pedlira, 31 C Mogple
B Chicoge |6, [Rimss

MW YORE CITY POLICE QUANTET L3
Willew Dwumec, 173 Cokmtus Aeeme b

asad B g
i gy b dieien I

Dtk T8, Michigas

PRIZES and AWARDS

WINKNING I:,;lll.ﬁ.H'J'lﬂ'—TiLIE of Forfd's Chserposm _H:_:rgu':
ségp {uaricd, with affizcial fights to all selumesss, gratituities,
ipponenances and benefits appertaining thereto, ceriifind by
credenials eatablishing this elazzs in all countries of the world
[including the Benish Empire and it iolome end the _:"IG'I'I.h
ind Somh Poles but exoopiime The Nuozi Reich, Latava gnd
the Prizcipality of Monaca , . . . Commission to sach member
a5 Uclonel gn ghe stadf of Hon, Lesa C. "Red™ .F"'II||I.|_!'\:C.I POVETHON

of Olilaleania . - . Auditice for mowve e rasho poffeses

Guitable cis peine

SECOND BEST QUARTET—Weoald's Chamgpioachip Barber
Bhop Cuartet Baaacr-U'p Tible, with all nghts, crasdentials, it al,
oo Adepres ol ek serber s Poweee ladian Teibe - . .
Meovie or redio audizion . . . Safable cash prize.

THIED BEET QUARTET=—Woarkds Chamgéonship Darber
Shop Quartet Conrsfarios Tible, with proper credencials, et al
v o LomimiEscn B gach fmembes an “ULagkle Cdond” om Aald
af Hon James E. Berry, Liemenips-Governor of Oklaboma . . .
Miovie or redio audizion . . . Soiable cash prme.

THE ALSD BAMNS—A box of chroar loeenges and besc wishes
for the meat Comwention.



SING OFF TO DETERMINE THE WINNERS!
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1940

= Decided to have the convention in New York City to :

the New York City Parks Department contest
= Again, celebrlty/dlgnltaryJudges including Fiorello La

= Not well attended by SPEBSQSA membership — mas
the Midwest

= Top 5 vs Top 3 which has been carried forth ever si

= Same rules as 1939 for SPEBSQSA contest
= “Gee, Sig, they all sound the same to me” *

BARBERSHOP HARMONY SOCIETY

* Interview between Glenn Howard and David Wright
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1941

SPEBSQSA contests would be judged by SPg
A7

= Joe Stern, future Society Treasurer and firs Q"V
“ReChordings” (what would be the “Harmo “ '*’fi’
singing barbershop long before the societ

asked to come up with some definitions of K@

BARBERSHOP HARMONY SOCIETY 19



JOE STERN DEFINED THE BARBERSHOP STYLE FOR

SPEBSQSA

... | was raised on it, but | find it difficult to put my conception of barbershop
harmony into words. <snip> what seems to be a few fundamentals of this

kind of harmony.

Maybe some of you can define barber shop harmony better.

No instruments
= High bass vs church
= Contemplates 4 part

= Expedient to change t
harmony




1941 NATIONAL CONTEST

= Three Categories
= Harmony and Blending 50%
= Song Selection and Originality 25%

= Stage Presence 25%

= Joe Stern: “while showmanship should be taken into account, | béliral ‘: el ”r .
sufficient for this, and that major emphasis should be placed on the «?ﬁ aflm | (010, 0. w1 8ms -
harmony.” N
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1941 NATIONAL CONTEST

score against all three categories
= There are still no “preliminaries” prior to th

= Top 3 from each ballroom at the National
finals with 15 in the Finals

BARBERSHOP HARMONY SOCIETY 22



ATTITUDES ABOUT SONGS

= There is no evidence in the rules
that any songs are judged
negatively based upon date of
publication

= However, one interesting find in a
1944 Harmonizer by a competitor
suggests that at the beginning with
society judges there was more
concern when a song was written.
This could be a mix of myth and
reality

BARBERSHOP HARMONY SOCIETY

7 s>

"Doc” Enmeier, tenor of the Chord Busters, (1941},
notes that the “restrictions” on song tvpes that prevailed
in 1941 and before have been considerably eased. He
says that at that time opinion seemed to hald that any
song less than a guarter of a century old couldn’t pos-
sibly be “barbershop.” We gather that "Doc” thinks the
change in this type of thonking has been for the berter
in allowing a greatey variety of songs to be used.

23



CHAIRMAN OF JUDGES MAURICE (MOLLY) REAGAN IN
WORKING WITH JUDGING PANELS

"Men, let us keep well in mind that our most
important task 15 to pick the best quartet, as we
hear them, to represent our Society as champion
trir the next 12 months.”

BARBERSHOP HARMONY SOCIETY 24



LEADING INTO 1942

= Harmony Accuracy — 25%
= Song Arrangement — 25%
= Voice Expression — 30%
= Song Selection — 10%

= Stage Presence — 10%



1942 CATEGORY DESCRIPTIONS

o

T

&

LP

Harmony Accuracy.
This ,ﬁ;l! Te defined as, "Absence of diseord™. Discord is produced when one
or more volses are off pitoh, or when a chord is sung the notes of whish do

not produocs pleasing harmony.

Song Arrangement.
s 1tow shall be judged ascording to the degree in whish a quartet effestive-

ly imoludes plessing, difficult, and original chords, and combinaticns of
shords, as opposed to aimple atraight harmony.

Voice Expression.

This 1tem shall cover the quality of the volces, the blending and balance of
voloes, use of volume, phresing, precision of attsck and release, enunciation,
pitehing of the song within the limite of the gquartet's wvoice range, and pitch
maintenance.

Song Sslection.
Songs eelectsd should be typloal barber shop songs, songs that adept themselves
to barber shop harmomy.

Stage Presentation.
Exocellence of polse and personality shall be the main consideration in judging

stage presentation. Acting, "wugging”, and injection of comedy, are immaterial. 26
Four men neatly dressed in any outfit will not be penalized over four slabor-
ately costumed singers,



1942 — GRAND RAPIDS CONTEST

= Similar to previous contests

National Board appoints and approves all judges
Rules mailed to competitors (audiences don’t know the rulgs

“Elimination” contests around the society were encouraget
competitors in Grand Rapids

= 60 quartets competed in “Elimination” rounds in five ballroom coR
= Finalists from 1941 St. Louis contest split amongst the 5 ballroony

BARBERSHOP HARMONY SOCIETY 27



1942 — GRAND RAPIDS CONTEST

= Although past champions have been eligibi
compete, none did this time.

“The basis of grading is not near as important as the selection of competent judges”

Hal Staab

BARBERSHOP HARMONY SOCIETY 28



1943

“Once a Champion, Always a Champion”
= Same categories as the year before

= 80 quartets signing up

= Same elimination process

= Still no announcements of quartets 6-15

BARBERSHOP HARMONY SOCIETY 29



1943 OUTCOMES

= Sometimes the quality in the ballroom eliminations weren’t &
stronger fields than others) — pushing towards scoring ev N
3 automatic qualifiers s S <

= Judges were finding it impossible to provide scores for fi ¥ <L

Lots of Harmonizer articles defending judges now
= Rumors and anecdotes about biasing
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RULES VS GUIDELINES

= Maurice (Molly) Reagan
= Harmonizer — Vol 3, No. 1 (Sept 1943)

limit the expansion into new and untried harmony I :
here. Not in this Society.



NEXT TIME

= |n our next episode, we will
= Review the rules from 1944-1950
= Evolution of the C&J program itself
= Evolution of the regional contests (ultimately Districts)

= Video Series is “free”

= Donations in the name of this series are gladly accepted tg
https://qive.barbershop.org/preserve

BARBERSHOP HARMONY SOCIETY 32






